
NewsletterP
ri

m
ar

y
D

IA
lo

gu
e

Term 1, Issue 1

Photos courtesy of the first week back

 30th August, 2024



Dear DIA Families,

As we kick off the first week back from summer vacation, I am thrilled to welcome all our students and parents to what
promises to be another enriching and exciting school year. A special welcome to the new families joining us this year.
There are not many of you, so I hope you quickly feel at home within our vibrant community. My door is always open
and the coffee machine always on if you would like to acquaint yourself with the senior team.

Hopes and Dreams Sessions
This week, we resumed our traditional Hopes and Dreams sessions. I hope these sessions provided a wonderful
opportunity for parents and students to meet with teachers, discuss the year ahead, and familiarise yourselves with
your new classrooms. 

Class Reps and WhatsApp Groups
Please find the links to the Year group WhatsApp groups below. These official channels are designed to ensure
important reminders and updates are efficiently shared. WhatsApp Links - KG1 - KG2 - Year 1 - Year 2 - Year 3  -   
Year 4 - Year 5 - Year 6

Drop off and Pick Up Routine
Thank you for your support with the tweaks we are making to drop off and pick up, for staying within the designated
areas and being as prompt as possible, for respecting the boundaries of timings and helping to ensure our systems
keep everyone safe. Traffic will improve once CCAs begin and the new routines will soon become the norm.

In line with feedback and as suggested in the welcome pack, we are transitioning away from Year Group WhatsApp
chats managed by Year Reps to encouraging Class Chats only. This move is intended to enhance direct
communication between class communities. Class Reps are invited to sign up via their class teacher, and we are
aiming to have one rep per class. More details about this role can be found in the welcome pack. We have 30 signed
up so far so please check in with your Homeroom teacher to see if your class has one.

CCA Booklet and New Additions
The CCA booklet for this year is                             , and it includes a few new additions. Please check out the 'What is
New' section to see some of what we have in store for our students this year,

Uniform
We understand the start of the year can be complex with having everything ready for your children. Please note by
Monday all children should be in the correct uniform. Please see here. Students will be prompted if uniform is non-
compliant and we may follow up with parents. Please ensure all long hair is tied up and any accessories follow uniform
and health and safety guidlines. Please  update ALL labels on clothes, bottles, bags etc. and ensure you child has a
hat. No hat no sunshine. You can also email diarecycle@gmail.com for assistance with 2nd hand uniform.

NGRT and CAT4 Assessments
See notes section below

Upcoming Parent Information Sessions
For both new and returning families, please mark your calendars for the parent information sessions starting on the 9th.
These sessions are a great way to gain insight into your child’s educational journey this year. Thank you for your
enthusiasm and support as we embark on this new school year together. Here’s to making it a fantastic one!

Kind regards,
Tom

Head of Primary's MessageIf anyone wants advice on how not to dress or pack
for Positano in the summer then let me know. 

including an increase in paid options.
now available here

https://chat.whatsapp.com/DSpbeRmfEmhLmQCCHxEFcC
https://chat.whatsapp.com/IjI5Z6pvS61ChXJ9smTAtE
https://chat.whatsapp.com/LJg5XVAuohrLaNCZm2e1vn
https://chat.whatsapp.com/IJb8NEd39VP6wZi9m5pLG6
https://chat.whatsapp.com/BF2sxBmB2jP10L97WzK0P7
https://chat.whatsapp.com/KpC3vOjX0bJLUbrJQVp8Wt
https://chat.whatsapp.com/GbKJUQr64a9LUHuL11fvmw
https://chat.whatsapp.com/BCIFMYPQBHILEzSAMmCF6s
https://www.diadubai.com/admissions/uniform
https://innoventureseducation-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/arlindag_diadubai_com/ERI0KwoaQR9MoyVNVSZe-3sBQhHC1KO8b6p2KdIEhzsfDQ?e=A0qKuI
https://innoventureseducation-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/arlindag_diadubai_com/ERI0KwoaQR9MoyVNVSZe-3sBQhHC1KO8b6p2KdIEhzsfDQ?e=A0qKuI
https://innoventureseducation-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/arlindag_diadubai_com/ETX5ruMJKoxOi6j-pWyrTEkBfnbZhrsdMnvn4uFPvxjbDA?e=cFRcmM
https://innoventureseducation-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/arlindag_diadubai_com/ETX5ruMJKoxOi6j-pWyrTEkBfnbZhrsdMnvn4uFPvxjbDA?e=cFRcmM


This part of the newsletter is in loving memory of Dara, a parent who contributed immensely to our
school. Dara, after a long and brave battle, sadly passed away during the summer break. Dara was
especially loved and speaking at her funeral, Nazli, a fellow parent at DIA, spoke the combined
words of many both in attendance and from afar.

“Our dear Dara, the brightest ray of sunshine, who touched each of us with her boundless energy, joy
and love, has joined the stars. Her approach to life was a lesson and an inspiration to us all. How
lucky we were to have known her. With that playful spirit, she reminded us to find joy in the little
things, and always with a lot of “oh la la’s” and “no mais oui’s”. She was fun. She was spontaneous.
She was bold. She was dynamic and approached life with a sense of wonder. Our heartbreak will
never override the joy she brought to us. As Amara so beautifully sang that day on the DIA stage
whilst Dara was dancing: You were unstoppable. A Porsche with no brakes.

I feel entirely humbled by the strength, love and support that Dara showed for others during her
illness. In particular, Dara passionately supported our performing arts, not only with her ideas but
also in her presence. Many of these ideas we now share and enjoy as a whole school and as such
Dara will forever be treasured as a member of our DIA family. 

I know that Benoit is incredibly grateful for the outpouring of love, which has been of great comfort
to his family as they navigate this difficult chapter. Please also ensure that space is given for
moments of solitude as they adjust. 
 
In her honor, we will strive to live each day with gratitude, energy, and love, cherishing each
moment as Dara did. May her beautiful soul rest in peace, and her dedication to life and family be
an inspiration to us all.

With deepest sympathies,

Tom Collar - on behalf of many.

Dear Parents,

Tribute
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Head of Primary
Tom Collar

 tomc@diadubai.com

Deputy Head  KG1 - Year 2
James Heard

jamesh@diadubai.com

Primary School Office
pssecretary@diadubai.com

IT
helpdesk@diadubai.com

Accounts
accounts@diadubai.com

Deputy Head of Year 3 - 6
Stephanie Trueman

stephaniet@diadubai.com

Deputy Head Pastoral
Manuella Watfa

manuellaw@diadubai.com

Head of Inclusion
Francesca Edwards

 francescae@diadubai.com

PYP Coordinator
Ruchika Sachdev

ruchikas@diadubai.com

School Catering
schoolcatering@etasteuae.com

KG1KG1

KG2KG2

Year 1Year 1

Year 2Year 2

Year 3Year 3

year 4Year 4

year 5year 5

year 6year 6

The ArtsThe arts

NoticesNotices

Student
council
Student
Council

NGRT and CAT4
As per KHDA regulations, children in Year 2-6 sit the NGRT reading test
3 times per year. The first assessment will take place in classrooms over
the course of next week. The New Group Reading Test (NGRT) is a
standardised assessment to measure reading skills of students aged 5-
16 years against the UK national average. NGRT tests not just the ability
of students to decode what they read, but also to comprehend and
apply meaning.
As well as NGRT, students in Years 3-6 will also complete the CAT4
assessment, which is a cognitive test to assess student potential and
identify areas of aptitude. 

There is no revision necessary as we would like our students to be
relaxed and calm when they take these tests.
Students will be taking the assessment on school laptops but please
send your child with a set of wired headphones with a jack similar to
these or these. 

https://www.diadubai.com/media/filter/facebook/instagram
https://sway.office.com/SI8XeMExii8rts4K?ref=Link
https://sway.office.com/NocrfvdzlH5xaJQB?ref=Link
https://sway.office.com/bGqC1Wn9hnDP3Prg?ref=Link
https://sway.office.com/4f3j9EbVuJUNMqEZ?ref=Link
https://sway.office.com/Jxq3G6k0ftHnYj5K?ref=Link
https://sway.office.com/vj6gJ4ozEuD8xsLv?ref=Link
https://sway.office.com/jdzXaIQ3OW6pcU6s?ref=Link
https://sway.office.com/dr0aozTIp3nIURIM?ref=Link
https://sway.cloud.microsoft/nbHJUKuhOJT8l4wO?ref=email
https://sway.cloud.microsoft/nbHJUKuhOJT8l4wO?ref=email
https://sway.cloud.microsoft/SFAh4mfJNibBwbH3
https://sway.cloud.microsoft/SFAh4mfJNibBwbH3
https://www.amazon.ae/Headphones-Microphone-Isolating-Compatible-Smartphones/dp/B0BJTJPZ6Y/ref=asc_df_B0BJTJPZ6Y/?tag=googleshopp09-21&linkCode=df0&hvadid=406578865809&hvpos=&hvnetw=g&hvrand=4833724986012030220&hvpone=&hvptwo=&hvqmt=&hvdev=c&hvdvcmdl=&hvlocint=&hvlocphy=1000013&hvtargid=pla-1943682938102&psc=1
https://www.amazon.ae/Logitech-Headphones-Cancelling-Microphone-Smartphone/dp/B00ZOZZM4U/ref=sr_1_10?adgrpid=128593994125&hvadid=669676787936&hvdev=c&hvlocphy=1000013&hvnetw=g&hvqmt=b&hvrand=6125522438693707625&hvtargid=kwd-422359954446&hydadcr=21026_2289942&keywords=headphones%2Bstereo%2Bwired&qid=1693982268&s=electronics&sr=1-10&th=1


S
EP

T
EM

B
ER

S
U
N
D
A
Y

M
O
N
D
A
Y

TU
ES
D
A
Y

W
ED
N
ES
D
A
Y

TH
U
R
S
D
A
Y

FR
ID
A
Y

S
A
TU
R
D

A
Y

2
5

2
6

 

H
O

PE
S

 A
N

D
 D

R
EA

M
S

A
 C

H
A

N
C

E 
T

O
 M

EE
T

 Y
O

U
R

 T
EA

C
H

ER
, A

S
K

Q
U

ES
T

IO
N

S
 A

N
D

 O
R

IE
N

T
A

T
E 

Y
O

U
R

S
EL

V
ES

(P
A

R
EN

T
S

 A
N

D
 S

T
U

D
EN

T
S

 B
Y

A
PP

O
IN

T
M

EN
T

)

2
7

A
U

D
IT

IO
N

S
 F

O
R

 D
A

N
C

E,
M

U
S

IC
A

L 
&

 C
H

O
IR

D
an

ce
 a

nd
 c

ho
ir 

lu
nc

h 
tim

e 
w

al
k 

in
s.

M
at

ild
a 

T
he

 M
us

ic
al

 d
ur

in
g 

Le
ss

on
 7

, s
ig

n 
up

lin
k 

to
 fo

llo
w

.

2
8

A
U

D
IT

IO
N

S
 F

O
R

 D
A

N
C

E,
M

U
S

IC
A

L 
&

 C
H

O
IR

D
an

ce
 a

nd
 c

ho
ir 

lu
nc

h 
tim

e 
w

al
k 

in
s.

M
at

ild
a 

th
e 

M
us

ic
al

 d
ur

in
g 

Le
ss

on
 7

, s
ig

n
up

 li
nk

 to
 fo

llo
w

.

2
9

A
U

D
IT

IO
N

S
 F

O
R

 D
A

N
C

E,
M

U
S

IC
A

L 
&

 C
H

O
IR

D
an

ce
 a

nd
 c

ho
ir 

lu
nc

h 
tim

e 
w

al
k 

in
s.

M
at

ild
a 

th
e 

M
us

ic
al

 d
ur

in
g 

Le
ss

on
 7

, s
ig

n
up

 li
nk

 to
 fo

llo
w

.

3
0

C
C

A
 S

IG
N

 U
P 

IN
FO

 &
 L

IN
K 

W
IL

L
B

E 
S

H
A

R
ED

.

3
1

0
1

0
2

C
A

T
4

 T
ES

T
IN

G
 

(Y
EA

R
 3

 T
O

 6
 S

T
U

D
EN

T
S

)

N
G

R
T

 T
ES

T
IN

G
(Y

EA
R

 2
 T

O
 6

 S
T

U
D

EN
T

S
)

 M
T

 L
ES

O
N

S
 S

T
A

R
T

 Y
EA

R
S

 1
-6

0
3

C
A

T
4

 T
ES

T
IN

G
 

(Y
EA

R
 3

 T
O

 6
 S

T
U

D
EN

T
S

)

N
G

R
T

 T
ES

T
IN

G
(Y

EA
R

 2
 T

O
 6

 S
T

U
D

EN
T

S
)

0
4

C
A

T
4

 T
ES

T
IN

G
 

(Y
EA

R
 3

 T
O

 6
 S

T
U

D
EN

T
S

)

N
G

R
T

 T
ES

T
IN

G
(Y

EA
R

 2
 T

O
 6

 S
T

U
D

EN
T

S
)

0
5

C
A

T
4

 T
ES

T
IN

G
 

(Y
EA

R
 3

 T
O

 6
 S

T
U

D
EN

T
S

)

N
G

R
T

 T
ES

T
IN

G
(Y

EA
R

 2
 T

O
 6

 S
T

U
D

EN
T

S
)

0
6

0
7

0
8

0
9

C
C

A
 T

ER
M

 1
 B

EG
IN

S

KG
1 

A
N

D
 2

 W
EL

C
O

M
E 

M
O

R
N

IN
G

 
D

IA
EH

 C
A

N
T

EE
N

 @
 7

:4
5

10 Y
EA

R
 1

 A
N

D
 2

 W
EL

C
O

M
E

M
O

R
N

IN
G

D
IA

EH
 C

A
N

T
EE

N
 @

 7
:4

5

11 Y
EA

R
 3

 A
N

D
 4

 W
EL

C
O

M
E

M
O

R
N

IN
G

D
IA

EH
 C

A
N

T
EE

N
 @

 7
:4

5

12 Y
EA

R
 5

 A
N

D
 6

 W
EL

C
O

M
E

M
O

R
N

IN
G

D
IA

EH
 C

A
N

T
EE

N
 @

 7
:4

5

13
14

15
16  

17 P
S

 IN
C

LU
S

IO
N

 C
O

FF
EE

M
O

R
N

IN
G

 
D

IA
EH

 C
A

N
T

EE
N

 @
7:

4
5

18
19

2
0

PA
D

IA
 S

ES
S

IO
N

 F
O

R
 A

LL
PA

R
EN

T
S

LO
C

A
T

IO
N

 T
B

C

2
1

2
2

2
3

W
EL

LB
EI

N
G

 W
EE

K

2
4

W
EL

LB
EI

N
G

 W
EE

K

2
5

W
EL

LB
EI

N
G

 W
EE

K

2
6

W
EL

LB
EI

N
G

 W
EE

K

2
7

W
EL

LB
EI

N
G

 W
EE

K 
N

O
N

-U
N

IF
O

R
M

 D
A

Y

2
8

2
0

2
4

0
9

.



Here you will find examples of our students taking action
around their communities. Mr. Nick would love to see

examples of this so we can celebrate it here. 

To have your project or action featured, please reach out
to him on nicholast@diadubai.com and next week we may

have some wonderful photos to share.

Taking ACTION

Maybe you will even end up on this action board


