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Photos courtesy of the Growing Green Room, our Choir, the Director General Visit, our Year 6 Graduates from last
year still smashing it in the dance arena, and our author visit!

 25th October, 2024



Dear DIA Families,

Sustainability Award and Visit from the Director General of KHDA

DIAEH's recognition in the 'World's Best School Awards' for sustainability has been a long journey, culminating in this
week’s awards ceremony. While we didn’t secure first place, being named among the top three globally highlights our
distinctive approach. Our sustainability efforts are student-driven, fostering a legacy of advocacy for internationally-
minded, sustainable practices, from our youngest KGs experimenting with planting to our Year 5 and 6s excelling at
Junior Model United Nations, and everywhere in between.

Key initiatives include:
Curriculum design with several units focusing on sustainability, supported by Year Group Exhibitions.
Action Ambassadors and the Eco Council leading projects.
The first-ever Model United Nations for Juniors.
Our 'Taking Action' celebratory posters each week.
The GIVE (Gift of Innoventures Education) philanthropic initiative, which has built nine schools in Nepal.
Generating maximum permitted power through rooftop solar panels.
Community support through Second-Hand Uniform drives.
Lastly, though not covering everything, it’s incredible to see what this learning in Primary becomes when students
move to Senior School. The number of truly student-led initiatives is mind-blowing.

This recognition affirms our commitment to empowering students to lead the way in sustainability, and believe me,
there is so much more in the works right now. Thanks to our student council for raising funds and the dedicated
contributions from some of our parent community members, particularly Ms. Kathy, our parent author, and Ms. Maria,
who successfully led the Kiss and Drop painting initiative. Our Green Room is being renovated and will soon be a
source of home-grown crops and experimentation.

Our pride was further magnified by a historic visit from the Director General of the KHDA, Her Excellency Aisha Miran,
who honored us by participating in our ongoing '20,001 Trees' initiative. This not only supports our sustainable efforts,
and those of the UAE, but also marks 20 years of Innoventures Education at DIA. The event was marked by the
presence of our Eco and Action council members. Zayaan Farooqui from Year 5 gave an inspiring speech that
highlighted the depth of our students' engagement in sustainability, delivered with such confidence and expression.

The ceremony started with a memorable performance of 'We Are The World' by our Upper School Choir, a favorite of
our CEO, Ms. Poonam, and concluded with heartfelt thanks from our Head Boy and Girl, Ayaan and Rihanna. This
event not only celebrated our achievements but also reinforced our commitment to nurturing responsible,
environmentally aware students.

Indian Arts Day of Light and Colour - Next Friday

Some parents have expressed a wish to attend school to celebrate Indian arts, encompassing light, color, music,
dance, and food. If you wish to participate, please coordinate with your Homeroom Teacher. In line with our theme of
"vibrant color," children are also encouraged to dress up in bright, lively non-uniform attire.

Please note that any food brought in must adhere to our school policy, specifically excluding nuts to ensure the safety
of all students. Additionally, there are specific guidelines set by the KHDA that must be followed. All teachers are fully
aware of these guidelines and can advise further if you would like to come in. This is not compulsory, and teachers will
have the final say, depending on their classes on that day. No other day can be permitted.

Head of Primary's MessageMy wife is not a fan of my taste in fashion, but
what wouldn’t look cute on this little guy! Plus

it means he carries his on poop bag 



Year 4-6 Ecoventure Camp

I have extended the sign-up deadline by one day to provide an additional reminder during the Parent-Teacher
Conferences (PTCs). Today, the children will watch a video outlining what they can expect from the trip (it is an old
video but gives a good flavour of what camp is like). They will also be informed that the final decision rests with you as
parents and must be respected.

Please note, there will be no further extension; the deadline is now set for Monday, 28th October, at 11:59 PM. While I
understand that busy schedules can lead to missed deadlines, multiple communications on this matter and fairness
dictate that if an extension is granted to one parent, it must be available to all. Additionally, immediate administrative
preparations for the trip will begin on Tuesday, including allocating teachers and Ecoventure staff, as well as
organizing catering, group activities, and transport.

Year 4: https://ecov.co/dia4
Year 5: https://ecov.co/dia5
Year 6: https://ecov.co/dia6

Year 4 Concept Workshop

The teachers led a concept workshop for all Year 4 classes. Each teacher introduced a key concept, fostering student
engagement through hands-on activities and meaningful, real-life connections. Thought-provoking questions were
used to encourage deeper thinking and exploration, helping students grasp the relevance of the concepts in everyday
situations. The workshop emphasized active learning, critical thinking, and collaboration, enriching students'
understanding of the concepts.

Author Visit for Years 2, 3, and 4

Together with the children, Mrs. Ivana B. Ogbu—a wonderful author who writes about sustainability—shared
captivating stories from Cyril’s Kindness Crew with the students in Years 2, 3, and 4.
Mrs. Ivana shared her experience working for the United Nations and engaged the audience in a meaningful
discussion about sustainability, breaking down the complex concepts of the grown-up world into understandable and
inspiring ideas on how we can take action, make a difference, and embrace the power of kindness.

The Q&A session was full of raised hands, thoughtful questions, and insightful contributions from our little
changemakers, eager to make the world a better place for all!
What an incredible first week back! Please see my PTC guide below for support with discussions on Monday. I look
forward to seeing many of you around the campus.

Kind regards,
Tom

Head of Primary's Message

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=T2RRk4LJJC4
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fecov.co%2Fdia4&data=05%7C02%7CTomc%40diadubai.com%7C66c7703c490747b9b2d508dc816c0e17%7C6c94c900a720425cae13d0261ada09b4%7C0%7C0%7C638527549290008457%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=G9hokmZ8WYdnUzSaUCCLqTcddNVSGhLcBaZ79uh7%2B9c%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fecov.co%2Fdia5&data=05%7C02%7CTomc%40diadubai.com%7C66c7703c490747b9b2d508dc816c0e17%7C6c94c900a720425cae13d0261ada09b4%7C0%7C0%7C638527549290019181%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=XGxurjXkT5g7sK7WNsblmGEErez8feKaPd1T1VthHZI%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fecov.co%2Fdia6&data=05%7C02%7CTomc%40diadubai.com%7C66c7703c490747b9b2d508dc816c0e17%7C6c94c900a720425cae13d0261ada09b4%7C0%7C0%7C638527549290025530%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=sZDTwhjE8YQWayFjiqbe1G7uAGfAbFf5XLC8OOUJl%2Bo%3D&reserved=0


Revisiting aspirations and goals from you
as parents from Hopes and Dreams;

Development of attitude towards work in class;

Levels of curiosity towards learning topics;

What the internal and external assessments are indicating;

What the current barriers to learning might be;

What to expect in the reports and how recent classwork
contributed;

Are there any levels of support or stretch being provided;

How home can contribute;

Work in books or on Toddle in relation to curriculum
standards/non-negotiables; 

Remember to leave some positive praise.

Is my child meeting expectations and
if not is this being managed in class
or with the support of the inclusion
department.

Term 1
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Creating

Clarifying

Fortifying

Negotiating

Discussion categories

"An example of ..... is ....."

What is your opinion of .....?

Looking back at previous
discussions we talked about .....
how is this progressing?

What key observations have you
noticed as a parent/teacher?

You mentioned ..... am I right in
understanding .....?

"The strongest evidence I have to
support .... is ....."

Discussion categories are important as they guide the outcome of the
discussion through a defined aim and ensure efficiency in what is a short
timeframe. These are used by parents and teachers alike.

How does my observation or
experience of ..... compare your your
observation at home/school?

As you look ahead to the rest of the
year, what do you hope/target to be
accomplished?



Comm's Cornerestra
extra
Extra
Extra!

Head of Primary
Tom Collar

 tomc@diadubai.com

Deputy Head  KG1 - Year 2
James Heard

jamesh@diadubai.com

Primary School Office
pssecretary@diadubai.com

IT
helpdesk@diadubai.com

Accounts
accounts@diadubai.com

Deputy Head of Year 3 - 6
Stephanie Trueman

stephaniet@diadubai.com

Deputy Head Pastoral
Manuella Watfa

manuellaw@diadubai.com

Head of Inclusion
Jayda Keer

jaydak@diadubai.com

PYP Coordinator
Ruchika Sachdev

ruchikas@diadubai.com

School Catering
hello@kalohospilality.com

KG1KG1

KG2KG2

Year 1Year 1

Year 2Year 2

Year 3Year 3

year 4Year 4

year 5year 5

year 6year 6

The ArtsThe arts

NoticesNotices

Student
council
Student
Council

Footloose Friday cancelled on 1st November

Accelerated Reader Parent Information Session Y3-9 -
Thursday 31st October at 7:45 in the cafeteria 

Dubai 30x30  begins 29 October 
Click here for 30x30 activities schedule here

https://www.diadubai.com/media/filter/facebook/instagram
https://sway.office.com/SI8XeMExii8rts4K?ref=Link
https://sway.office.com/NocrfvdzlH5xaJQB?ref=Link
https://sway.office.com/bGqC1Wn9hnDP3Prg?ref=Link
https://sway.office.com/4f3j9EbVuJUNMqEZ?ref=Link
https://sway.office.com/Jxq3G6k0ftHnYj5K?ref=Link
https://sway.office.com/vj6gJ4ozEuD8xsLv?ref=Link
https://sway.office.com/jdzXaIQ3OW6pcU6s?ref=Link
https://sway.office.com/dr0aozTIp3nIURIM?ref=Link
https://sway.cloud.microsoft/nbHJUKuhOJT8l4wO?ref=email
https://sway.cloud.microsoft/nbHJUKuhOJT8l4wO?ref=email
https://sway.cloud.microsoft/acWEdYbv5JD8Q3T4?ref=Link
https://sway.cloud.microsoft/acWEdYbv5JD8Q3T4?ref=Link
https://innoventureseducation-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/arlindag_diadubai_com/EXFHjO5NVM5Dg0js7jlFIFkB-bU1eSAow2_--m-6_02Vlw?e=zKcGbL
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Has your child been taking action out of school? Then
we want to know all about it so we can celebrate it on

our posters and displays in school...
Please email Mr Nick with any details at

nicholast@diadubai.com 

Taking ACTION

Niccolo (1F) helped to rescue some
kittens from his local park. He took
great care of them for a few weeks,

bottle feeding them everyday. He has
since found them all a new home.

Awesome job Niccolo :) 

Sarvani (4G) made a difference by collecting litter on her holiday
in Thailand. She grabbed a basket and proceeded to collect an
abundance of litter and disposed it into the appropriate trash

bins. Great work Sarvani :)

Ranvit (3G) is always on hand to
offer any delivery driver a much-

needed refreshment. Keep looking
out for others Ranvit, it’s amazing

to see :) 









Click here to book
your tickets by
31st October

https://payment.innoventureseducation.com/diaeh/online/
https://payment.innoventureseducation.com/diaeh/online/


Show times:
10:00 - 10:50 am

KG1, KG2, Year 1-2
12.15 - 13:15 - Year 3-4
13.30 - 14:30 - Year 5-6

Students who are
not watching will

remain in class with
one of the year

level team
teachers.

S4K Production - The Jungle Book at DIA-EH on 18 November 2024

Click here to
make the
payment

The online ticket payment is
non-refundable

Payment deadline
Wednesday 13 November

THE JUNGLE BOOK, a musical shory for 4-11 year olds, adapted from the Mowgli stories
of Rudyard Kipling and made popular by the Walt Disney movies, is magically brought to
life here at DIA- EH. Brought up in the Indian jungle, MOWGLI THE MAN CUB is taught
the laws of the jungle by his friend BALOO THE BEAR and BAGHEERA THE PANTHER.
When time comes for Mowgli to leave the jungle and return to the Man Village, the
lessons he has learned prove invaluable. THE JUNGLE BOOK is a delightful musical
comedy show with plenty of audience participation and interactive fun ideal for
children of all ages! The show is performed in English and sensitively adapted for UAE
audiences. 

If you wish your child to attend this fantastic performance then please arrange an
online payment of AED 60 via the below link

Online payment line: https://payment.innoventureseducation.com/diaeh/online/
To login, use your child’s “student ID number” and date of birth.

The show will take
place in the SS Gym,
where all students

will be seated.

Watch
the

trailer

https://payment.innoventureseducation.com/diaeh/online/
https://payment.innoventureseducation.com/diaeh/online/
https://payment.innoventureseducation.com/diaeh/online/
https://payment.innoventureseducation.com/diaeh/online/
https://youtu.be/Yp-_0kldVLY
https://youtu.be/Yp-_0kldVLY
https://youtu.be/Yp-_0kldVLY

