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Photos courtesy of Hairspray



A Standing Ovation for "Hairspray Jr."
This week, our annual primary school musical transported us to the vibrant world of "Hairspray Jr.," marking it
as the most spectacular performance we've ever witnessed at the primary level. The show was a triumph of
talent, showcasing incredible dancing, singing, and acting that captivated over 600 guests across the evening
shows with some parents dressing up in their best 60s outfits for the occasion. The entire primary school, along
with the staff, had the pleasure of watching the performance on Wednesday, filling the quad with cheers and
love. 

Special thanks are due to Ms. Rini, Ms. Lauren, Ms. Shona, Ms. Dianne, Ms. Sue, and Ms. Maha, whose
dedication and hard work were instrumental in bringing this production to life. Their commitment to our students'
artistic expression is truly amazing.

All photos from Lensman can be found here and one of our Senior School students was also snapping away
and his photos can be found here. We are not yet in possession of the video.

Celebrating Reading Month
Reading Month has arrived, bringing with it a host of opportunities to dive into the joy of stories. This year's
activities include daily DEAR (Drop Everything And Read) sessions, bedtime stories by torchlight, parent
reading volunteers, and our eagerly anticipated book dress-up day next Thursday. These initiatives are
designed to foster a love of reading and storytelling within our community.

Today we had the most amazing unveiling of our Reading Oasis scheme which has been dutifully led by our
Student Council and support by Ms. Desi, Mr. Sean and parents alike. Please continue to support, promote and
model reading with your children as it unlocks so many doors.

International Day: A Celebration of Diversity
Next week, we celebrate one of the most anticipated events on the DIA calendar - International Day. This
celebration is a testament to the rich tapestry of cultures that make up our school community. Behind the
scenes, PADIA, country parent representatives, students, and staff have been working tirelessly to ensure a
evening of joy and cultural exchange. As we come together to celebrate our diversity, we are reminded of the
importance of embracing internationalism with an open heart and mind.

I certainly appreciate that this term has indeed been packed with events and I want to thank you as parents for
keeping up with us. We have one more week before the reduced Ramadan hours begin. The timings I shared
last week have needed to be adjusted and will be sent whole school via a separate communication. I am sorry
for any confusion but please ensure you see the updated times.

Have a wonderful weekend.

Kind regards,
Tom

Head of Primary's MessageArthur enjoying an evening
by the campfire at Hidden

Cafe.

https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdrive.google.com%2Fdrive%2Ffolders%2F1MkNr52-rb7o7lx7NLQIHm9LJttq9d-1y%3Fusp%3Dsharing&data=05%7C02%7CTomc%40diadubai.com%7Cfb603179c81f4500a30e08dc39cdc536%7C6c94c900a720425cae13d0261ada09b4%7C0%7C0%7C638448803134569602%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=V7tgus9zDKCeU6tPdh5CrbWkQh7U7BZps9UQjSimb5E%3D&reserved=0
https://innoventureseducation-my.sharepoint.com/:f:/g/personal/cathyrineb_diadubai_com/Ep3n4X9hGY9Lk6Bl48KYPwABhmKeVPbtx2TClkJVPZ7y8g?e=ad5ac2


Ramadan approaches (school timings are after the calendar below)

As per tradition, during The Holy Month of Ramadan, our community takes part in a care box initiative. This
year we ask our Homeroom classes to take charge of making 1 care box each (though of course more will be
accepted). These will be distributed to our beloved support staff, who work tirelessly behind the scenes of our
school. Below are some items that have been included:

Food items
Basmati rice (1kg max)
Tea bags (100 max)
Sugar (1kg max)
Dates (1kg max)
Milk Powder
Tang
Biscuits packet
Flour or Atta (1kg max)
Chick peas (cans)

Personal care items:
Shampoo
Deodorant
Tooth paste and brush
Hair Brush or comb

Please try to ensure the box is sturdy and lovingly presented. It is also a wonderful touch to include notes of
thanks.

Kind regards,
Tom

Head of Primary's Message



Comm's Cornerestra
extra
Extra
Extra!

Head of Primary
Tom Collar

 tomc@diadubai.com

Deputy Head  KG1 - Year 2
James Heard

jamesh@diadubai.com

Primary School Office
pssecretary@diadubai.com

IT
helpdesk@diadubai.com

Accounts
accounts@diadubai.com

Deputy Head of Year 3 - 6
Stephanie Trueman

stephaniet@diadubai.com

Deputy Head Pastoral
Manuella Watfa

manuellaw@diadubai.com

Head of Inclusion
Francesca Edwards

 francescae@diadubai.com

PYP Coordinator
Ruchika Sachdev

ruchikas@diadubai.com

School Catering
schoolcatering@etasteuae.com

KG1KG1

KG2KG2

Year 1Year 1

Year 2Year 2

Year 3Year 3

year 4Year 4

year 5year 5

year 6year 6

The ArtsThe arts

NoticesNotices
Click for the lanyards order form - Kindly contact
helpdesk@diadubai.com for any assistance.

FOOD PROVIDER:
All continues to go really well with our new food provider. This link will stay
here for a few weeks to serve as a reminder.

iOS (Apple) App Link: https://apps.apple.com/ae/app/kalo-
hospitality/id6461117251 
Android App Link: https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?
id=munch.kalo.delivery

Student
council
Student
Council

https://www.diadubai.com/media/filter/facebook/instagram
https://sway.office.com/SI8XeMExii8rts4K?ref=Link
https://sway.office.com/NocrfvdzlH5xaJQB?ref=Link
https://sway.office.com/bGqC1Wn9hnDP3Prg?ref=Link
https://sway.office.com/4f3j9EbVuJUNMqEZ?ref=Link
https://sway.office.com/Jxq3G6k0ftHnYj5K?ref=Link
https://sway.office.com/vj6gJ4ozEuD8xsLv?ref=Link
https://sway.office.com/jdzXaIQ3OW6pcU6s?ref=Link
https://sway.office.com/dr0aozTIp3nIURIM?ref=Link
https://sway.cloud.microsoft/nbHJUKuhOJT8l4wO?ref=email
https://sway.cloud.microsoft/nbHJUKuhOJT8l4wO?ref=email
https://apps.innoventureseducation.com/diaeh/parentid/
mailto:helpdesk@diadubai.com
https://apps.apple.com/ae/app/kalo-hospitality/id6461117251
https://apps.apple.com/ae/app/kalo-hospitality/id6461117251
https://apps.apple.com/ae/app/kalo-hospitality/id6461117251
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=munch.kalo.delivery
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=munch.kalo.delivery
https://sway.cloud.microsoft/SFAh4mfJNibBwbH3
https://sway.cloud.microsoft/SFAh4mfJNibBwbH3
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4

DEAR 9:00 

DEAR 9:00 

5 6

DEAR 10:00 DEAR 10:45 

DEAR 10:45 DEAR 12:00 

DEAR 9:00 DEAR 10:00 DEAR 10:45 DEAR 12:00 

8

DEAR 8:35 

1

DEAR 8:35 

DEAR 8:35
LITERACY

DAY
22

DEAR 8:35 

DEAR 10:00 
BOOK FAIR

DEAR 12:00 
WORLD

BOOK DAY
DRESS UP

BOOK FAIR BOOK FAIR BOOK FAIR BOOK FAIR

BEDTIME
READING

BRING IN YOUR
TORCH

PARENT
READERS





5 MARCH
2024

YEAR 2

STUDENTS 

DIA EH

Hilda Youssef

CHILDREN’S

AUTHOR VISIT

“SNOWY & ZOEY'S BIG LIFE LESSON”
 IS A TALE OF DIVERSITY AND INCLUSION

BEING TOLD BY CHILDREN’S AUTHOR
HILDA YOUSSEF

DIA YEAR 2 STUDENTS WILL HAVE THE CHANCE
TO MEET THE AUTHOR, READ, LISTEN, TALK,
LAUGH, LEARN AND HAVE FUN TOGETHER! 

TO ORDER THE BOOK CLICK HERE! 
FINAL ORDERS DATE: WEDNESDAY, 28TH FEB

https://payment.innoventureseducation.com/diaeh/online/
https://payment.innoventureseducation.com/diaeh/online/


World Book Dress
Up Day!

Thursday 7th March

Dress up as your favourite character!
 Bring the matching book along to



Has your child been taking action out of school?
Then we want to know all about it so we can

celebrate it on our displays in school...
Please complete the form below: 

Taking ACTION

https://forms.office.com/r/KW8tTenAY3

A big shout out to all the children who have been taking
action to support our book drive initiative.  Thanks to all

your efforts, we have been able to collect over 300 books,
which will be collated into a number of different reading
stations. See below poster for the Reading Oasis launch

on 1st March.

Emilia (4A)Zhaomu (4A)

Haya (4A)Ariana (KG2C)



 READING OASIS

 DIA READING OASIS
 inauguration

IMAGINE...
All over the school growing,

students and parents exploring
little Oases of learning & dreaming - 

the wonder of books & reading 
 1 March 2024

March 1st marks the beginning of the UAE Month of Reading
and the launch of DIA “Reading Oasis” initiative: a BOOK-
tastic collaboration of students, parents and teachers/staff

united by our shared love for reading! 

THANKS to everyone’s contributions and the Student
Council and DIA Library efforts throughout the next month

you will see our Reading Oases appearing around the school
for the entire DIA community to enjoy. Whether you are

students and teachers on break or parents waiting for your
children: Read, Enjoy, Return, Repeat!



BOOK WISH LIST
D I A  E H  L I B R A R Y

STUDENTS PARENTS STAFF

 Welcome to DIA BOOK WISH LIST! 
The suggestions on this list will be considered
when placing book orders for DIA EH Library. 

While we cannot guarantee that all wishes will
come true, listing them increases the likelihood 

and helps us to better serve and connect with
 the needs and interests of our DIA readers.
 

Make a wish by March 10th!
 Press the l ink or scan the QR code. 

https://forms.office.com/r/5NcKzpCXsL
https://forms.office.com/r/CEDJYW8E3z
https://forms.office.com/r/eYWHG4hm41


Water For Life

- M a r c h  5 T H -
- 1 0 : 4 5 a m  -  5 : 0 0  p m -

@ t h e w a t e r f o r l i f e c l u b

V e n u e :  D I A  F o o t b a l l  f i e l d
RIDES

P a l a c e  b o u n c y  -  1 5  A E D
S m a r t  c h a l l e n g e r  -  1 5  A E D
H a m s t e r  b a l l  r a c i n g  -  1 5  A E D
D u n k  t a n k -  2 5  A E D

R o d e o  b u l l -  2 5  A E D

D o u b l e  w i p e o u t  -  2 5  A E D

-FOOD STALLS-

-TICKETS-
B o t h  T i c k e t s  a n d  D a y  p a s s e s  w i l l  b e  a v a i l a b l e

t o  p u r c h a s e  o n  t h e  d a y  o f  t h e  c a r n i v a l

D a y  p a s s  t i c k e t  r a t e s  h a v e  b e e n  s p e c i a l l y  r e d u c e d  f o r  P r i m a r y  s t u d e n t s  f r o m  1 2 5 A E D  t o

8 0 A E D  o n l y !  T h i s  i n c l u d e s  a c c e s s  t o  u n l i m i t e d  r i d e s  ( +  a  s p e c i a l  f a s t - t r a c k  q u e u e ) .  

I f  y o u  p r e f e r ,  y o u  c a n  p u r c h a s e  o n e - t i m e  r i d e  t i c k e t s  f o r  1 5 - 2 5 A E D  o n  t h e  d a y  ( d e p e n d i n g

o n  t h e  r i d e ) !

A l l  p r o f i t s  r e c e i v e d  f r o m  t h e  e v e n t  w i l l  b e  d o n a t e d
t o  G I V E

g i f t  o f  i n n o v e n t u r e s  e d u c a t i o n

https://www.instagram.com/thewaterforlifeclub#


 KG1, KG2 Year 2-4, 5-7, 8-
10, 11-13

Year: 2-4, 5-7, 8-10, 11-13

Year: 2-4, 5-7, 8-10, 11-13

Year: 6-7, 8-10, 11-13

GROUP WORK

2D ARTWORK
PRINT MAKING
3D ARTWORK
DIGITAL ART
INSTALLATION

Art Competition

Submit your entries to your
Art Teacher by 8th March 2024

INNOVENTURES EDUCATION SCHOOLS

Print and complete a
submission form

https://innoventureseducation-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/arlindag_diadubai_com/EWBMiApLAuBMpi7Jiyxu-qMBFnS8uVL0vxZIeelno8b0XQ?e=6jQpF4
https://innoventureseducation-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/arlindag_diadubai_com/EWBMiApLAuBMpi7Jiyxu-qMBFnS8uVL0vxZIeelno8b0XQ?e=6jQpF4


Dear Parents,

The Innoventures Art Competition is dedicated to nurturing the artistic talents and creative expression of
students of all ages and abilities. Our competition is designed to foster an understanding and appreciation
of the visual arts while simultaneously developing essential skills in drawing, painting, printmaking, and
digital media.

LAST DATE FOR FINAL SUBMISSION: 8th MARCH 2024

KG1, KG2 and Year 1:

CATEGORY 2D ARTWORK ON A3 SIZE PAPER- students can use pencil crayons, oil pastels, chalk
pastels, and watercolours. Students may create collage with different materials while following the
mentioned size. 

Suggested topics:

My Family Portrait: Create a unique family portrait that includes all family members, even pets.
My Favorite Animal: Create an artwork featuring your favourite animals, whether real or imaginary.
A World of Ice Cream: Create an artwork showcasing a world made of your favorite ice cream flavors
and toppings.
When I Grow Up: Create an artwork depicting what you want to be when you grow up.

Years 2 – 6:

CATEGORIES - Each year group must follow one of the suggested topics as per the age range. 
The student may choose to do more than one category (listed below), but the categories and topics must
not be repeated.

Suggested topics:

Cultural Kaleidoscope: Celebrate diversity by exploring and representing different cultures, traditions,
and global perspectives.
Life in Monochrome: Limit the color palette to black and white or shades of a single color, emphasizing
contrast and tone.
Wildlife Wonders: Depict the fascinating world of wildlife, from the tiniest insects to the mightiest
mammals, and the breathtaking beauty of nature.
Emotions Unleashed: Explore the diverse spectrum of emotions from joy and excitement to sadness
and empathy.

2D ARTWORK ON A3 SIZE 
Years 2 - 4: students can use pencil crayons, oil pastels, chalk pastels, and watercolours 
Years 5 – 6: students can use acrylic paints, tempera paints, and watercolours.
Students may create collage with different materials while following the mentioned size. 

PRINTMAKING (Batik Printing, Lino Printing, Mono Printing, Styrofoam Printing)
Students may use any materials and tools that align with the selected printmaking type.
Students may do the batik on bags or t-shirts but please note the size of the item should be A3 or A4
paper size.

3D - MINIATURE ART 
Miniature art is any work of art produced in a size much smaller than the normal size for that type of
work. (SIZE: A3 or A4 size)

Some examples for the miniature art:
Wild Life wonder Topic- A cardboard giraffe 
Emotions Unleashed Topic-A clay portrait expressing happiness
Cultural Kaleidoscope Topic: A dream catcher which aligns with the given size for the miniature
artwork.
Life in Monochrome Topic- An abstract sculpture in shades of blue only.

Materials for the 3D MINIATURE ART
Students can use any available materials that align with the miniature art.



Year 5 - 6

Category- DIGITAL ARTS (Animation, Video, Stop Motion) 

Suggested topics:
Cultural Kaleidoscope: Celebrate diversity by exploring and representing different cultures, traditions, and
global perspectives.
Life in Monochrome: Limit the color palette to black and white or shades of a single color, emphasizing
contrast and tone.
Wildlife Wonders: Depict the fascinating world of wildlife, from the tiniest insects to the mightiest
mammals, and the breathtaking beauty of nature.
Emotions Unleashed: Explore the diverse spectrum of emotions from joy and excitement to sadness and
empathy.

Follow the link below for submission.

https://padlet.com/felipel2/digital-design-competition-bnkvxe6ky07glfok

 
Important rules:

1. All artworks must be aligned with the competition themes, conceptual framework, and guidelines.

2. Each student may only submit one artwork per category.

3. The submitted artworks will be used for display on websites, printed materials, newsletters, and press
releases as deemed appropriate by Innoventures Education.

4. All artworks should be original and not entered in any previous competitions.

5. All participants must adhere to the sub- rules regarding size, format, material, and artwork count.

6. All submissions must be appropriately labeled with the participation form affixed to the back of the artwork.
Any artwork that is sent without proper identification will be disqualified.

LAST DATE FOR FINAL SUBMISSION: 8th MARCH 2024

ARTWORK SUBMISSION TO THE RESPECTIVE TEACHERS:WITH A COMPLETED SUBMISSION FORM

Years 1, 3 and 5 students should submit their artwork to their art teacher Ms. Kiran Lakhiani
Years 2, 4 and 6 students should submit their artwork to their art teacher Ms. Iti Sethi
Year 5 and 6 Students to communicate with their ICT teacher Mr. Felipe San Juan De Leon for any queries
related to the Digital Arts Category.

KG1 students may give their submissions to their respective class teachers.

For any questions, please contact:
Ms. Kiran - kiranl@diadubai.com
Ms. Iti - itis@diadubai.com

Kind regards,
The PS Arts Team

Art Competition

https://padlet.com/felipel2/digital-design-competition-bnkvxe6ky07glfok
https://innoventureseducation-my.sharepoint.com/personal/arlindag_diadubai_com/_layouts/15/onedrive.aspx?id=%2Fpersonal%2Farlindag%5Fdiadubai%5Fcom%2FDocuments%2FArlindag%20%28DIAHYPERV2PersonalPS%29%2FEvents%2FInnoventures%20Art%20Competition%20Milesstones%2FApplication%20Form%20Innoventures%20Art%20Competition%202023%202024%2Epdf&parent=%2Fpersonal%2Farlindag%5Fdiadubai%5Fcom%2FDocuments%2FArlindag%20%28DIAHYPERV2PersonalPS%29%2FEvents%2FInnoventures%20Art%20Competition%20Milesstones&ct=1705051936387&or=OWA%2DNT&cid=36d988df%2D1e65%2D0714%2Dc4ad%2D1a90ce4f52a4&ga=1&WSL=1
https://innoventureseducation-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/arlindag_diadubai_com/EWBMiApLAuBMpi7Jiyxu-qMBFnS8uVL0vxZIeelno8b0XQ?e=6jQpF4


International Day- Friday March 8th 2024 - Country Heads Contact List 
Dear Parents, 

We are looking forward to yet another evening filled with culture, tradition, music and delicacies from around the world. 

Below is the list of the country heads with their contact details, please do reach out to them if you wish to support/volunteer for that specific country. 

If the country you wish to support is NOT listed below, please do reach out to padiadubai@gmail.com with your request. However, please note, by doing so you are volunteering to be a LEAD for that 

country and we can then share your details to the rest of the school with the intention to collect more volunteers. 

If you are a country HEAD, our PADIA members Gina, Pooja & Saba have divided the countries amongst themselves and created 3 WhatsApp groups in order to have more efficient support and 

ensure we are addressing your needs. So, if you are a country head you should have been added to a group by now. If you haven’t then please email padiadubai@gmail.com. 

Thank you and we look forward to a super productive event ahead of us.

PADIA 

Alanna Cronin 

Mirna 

Yener 

Maria Zanoni 

Ani 

Barbara Portakiewicz

Ramya Nagaraj 

Maha Kronfli Tadros

Haiyang Zhang 

Amira kamal 

Naïma 

Hannah Klauzadah

Thanh Keutner 

Kati Susztar 

Krutika 

Mahdieh Marjani

Stephen C 

Claudia Palombo 

Moon 

Souheir Lotfi 

Andri 

Irena El Dasher 

Rose Hayati 

Hilde Lein Ingebretsen

Afsah K 

Matilda Jeries 

Beata Michalczyk 

Joana 

Alina Pop 

Marina 

Sumayya kara 

Julia Román 

Miriam 

daria Franchuk 

Olya 

Cathyrine Balubar 

Anidiplomat@gmail.com 

Barbara.deay@gmail.com 

ramyamoudghal@gmail.com 

mahakronfli@yahoo.com 

haiyang.zhang@mail.huji.ac.il 

amira.kamal@yahoo.com 

naima.Caillard@gmail.com 

hakha@gmx.de 

thanh.keutner@web.de 

chrysomaria@gmail.com 

ksusztar@gmail.com 

vrushl@yahoo.com 

mmarjani@thepistachioco.com 

Stephenc@diadubai.com 

cpprivate@hotmail.com 

coolmoon0422@gmail.com 

asouheir@yahoo.com 

andrej.m@megasy.com 

Irenatrajkova2000@yahoo.com 

rosehayati@gmail.com 

Afsahkaram@gmail.com 

matildajeries@gmail.com 

beatam78@hotmail.com 

Joanamaia.t@gmail.com 

alina2pop@yahoo.com 

vatina@kth.se 

Sumayya.engar@gmail.com 

spanishmt.dia@gmail.com 

miriam.j.lindholm@gmail.com 

daria.chigina@gmail.com 

Olyaawar@gmail.com 

cathyrineb@diadubai.com 

croninal@tcd.ie 

Mirnaabudeeb@gmail.com 

yeneradabas@yahoo.com 

Constanzazanoni@hotmail.com 

+971505082123 

0528193023 

+61 425 486 881 

+971506463032 

971589749168 

0528004602 

0529424768 

971585824126 

971551231779 

566681090 

0524993061 

0559932436 

0556547570 

0502950788 

050 292 5107 

971501447759 

+971559532727 

055 424 8800 

0569802780 

971585866554 

561719898 

971502593448 

0555229684 

0528192303 

0501807159 

0558353676 

0589336689 

055 152 8684 

+971 585385903 

971564506508 

0504260823 

588354029 

97150567449548 

971567359989 

+90 (542) 214 93 38 

529515090 

Armenia 

Australia 

Australia 

Canada 

China 

Egypt 

France 

Germany 

Germany 

Greece 

Hungary 

INDIA 

IRAN 

Ireland 

Italy 

Korea (south) 

Lebanon 

Lithuania 

Macedonia 

Malaysia 

Norway 
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